xcvii.
ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION IN THE CITY OF CALCUTTA.
The whole of the Bengal Presidency was alive with enthusiasm ever since the news flashed that the Swami Vivekanand.a had landed on Indian shores. Calcutta in particular was following with intense interest the movements and utterances of the Swarm all along the route of triumph from Colombo to Madras. Save for some jarring notes, though faint and feeble, raised against the Swami and his propaganda by a few Calcutta papers, prompted by sectarianism, orthodoxy, or jealousy, every Bengalee heart throbbed with affectionate pride and patriotism at the thought that they were going to welcome home one who, born and bred among them, had raised their name and nationality in the estimation of the whole civilised world. A Reception Committee was formed, with the Maharajah Bahadur of Darbhanga as President, to receive him officially and to arrange for a huge public reception.
The Swami himself looked forward with eager anticipation to his return to the city of his birth. He left Madras by ship and the voyage was a boon to his tired nerves, for it must be remembered that by this time with continuous ovations and public speaking, and talking to visitors, the Swami was quite worn out physically. To escape further repetitions of the same, which would have been inevitable on his journeying by land, he wisely decided to make the sea-voyage. An amusing incident occurred when before leaving Madras some of his admirers ordered a huge number of cocoanuts to be brought on board, with the milk of which the Swami was to slake his thirst. At this time he was tortured with thirst, the result of the illness he had contracted from severe brain work in the West. Mrs. Sevier